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DEPTH & COMPLEXITY FRAMES 
 

TOPIC: BIG  IDEAS IN _____________________________ 

  

TASK 
What generalizations, big idea, or theory can be made about ____________________? 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.3--Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text. 

PATHWAY 

          

 

 

What generalizations, big idea, or theory 

can be made about _____________? 

 

NAME: 

 

List 5 details that stand out to you regarding this topic. 

 

How do different people view the events? 

 Imagery 

State an example of 

words that create  

an image: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

What values, dilemmas or 

controversies are involved 

in _______________? 
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THE GIVING TREE   

BY SHEL SILVERSTEIN 
 

Once there was a giving tree who loved a little boy. 

And every day the boy would come to play 

Swinging from the branches, sleeping in the shade 

Laughing all the summer’s hours away. 

And so they love,  

Oh, the tree was happy. 

Oh, the tree was glad.  
 

But soon the boy grew older and one day he came and said, 

"Can you give me some money, tree, to buy something I’ve found?" 

"I have no money," said the tree, "Just apples, twigs and leaves." 

"But you can take my apples, boy, and sell them in the town." 

And so he did and  

Oh, the tree was happy. 

Oh, the tree was glad. 
 

But soon again the boy came back and he said to the tree, 

"I’m now a man and I must have a house that’s all my home." 

"I can’t give you a house" he said, "The forest is my house." 

"But you may cut my branches off and build yourself a home" 

And so he did. 

Oh, the tree was happy. 

Oh, the tree was glad. 
 

And time went by and the boy came back with sadness in his eyes. 

"My life has turned so cold," he says, "and I need sunny days." 

"I’ve nothing but my trunk," he says, "But you can cut it down 

And build yourself a boat and sail away." 

And so he did and  

Oh, the tree was happy. 

Oh, the tree was glad. 
 

And after years the boy came back, both of them were old. 

"I really cannot help you if you ask for another gift." 

"I’m nothing but an old stump now. I’m sorry but I’ve nothing more to give" 

"I do not need very much now, just a quiet place to rest,"  

The boy, he whispered, with a weary smile. 

"Well", said the tree, "An old stump is still good for that." 

"Come, boy", he said, "Sit down, sit down and rest a while." 

And so he did and  

Oh, the trees was happy.  

Oh, the tree was glad 
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DIMENSIONS OF DEPTH & COMPLEXITY 

 

TOOLS OF THE DISCIPLINE 

§ specialized terms 

§ common tools, tasks 

of this discipline 

 

BIG IDEA 

§  generalizations, 

theories 

§ overarching 

statement  

§ conclusions made 

based on the 

collection of facts 

 

DETAILS 

§ traits or 

characteristics  

§ specific elements  

§ elaboration 

§ examples and 

evidence 

 

UNANSWERED QUESTIONS 

§ unexplored or not 

understood 

§ conflicting info 

§ incomplete info 

§ further evidence? 

§ things not yet been 

proven 

 

PATTERNS 

§ repeated elements, 

events, ideas 

§ order of events 

§ predictions 

 

RULES 

§ order of the system 

§ hierarchy of the 

structure 

§ how information is 

related 

§ ordering principle at 

work 

 

TRENDS 

§ patterns changed 

over time 

§ influencing factors 

(social, political, 

economic, 

geographic)  

 

ETHICS 

§ shared beliefs, 

morals, values 

§ humane decision 

§ bias, prejudice, 

discrimination? 

§ dilemmas or 

controversies 

 

MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES 

§ pros and cons 

§ different views on an event 

§ diversity  

 

RELATE OVER TIME 

§ past, present, and future 

§ within a particular time 

period 

§ effect of time 

§ reasons for change/no 

change 

 

ACROSS DISCIPLINES 

§ a topic relating to other 

subject matters 

§ how one idea looks in 

several academic disciplines 

§ findings on a subject with 

each academic discipline 
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THINKING SKILLS—INTENSIFY THE INTELLECTUAL DEMAND 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

           
 

TAXONOMY DCC STATEMENT 

state 
 State the  of the character.  

interpret 
 Interpret the  of the historical event. 

evaluate 
 Evaluate the  issues in the text. 

   

   

   

   

THINKING SKILLS:  [ASCENDING INTELLECTUAL DEMAND] 

KNOWLEDGE COMPREHENSION  APPLICATION ANALYSIS   SYNTHESIS  EVALUATION 

Define  Categorize  Apply  Interpret  Compose Judge 

List  Describe  Illustrate Compare  Propose Conclude 

State  Explain   Calculate Contrast  Design  Assess 

Label  Identify   Change Categorize  Create  Determine 

Specify  Paraphrase  Demonstrate Infer   Generalize Deduce 

Summarize Match   Relate  Arrange  Construct Appraise 

  Sequence  Dramatize Distinguish  Produce Rank 

            Prove 

Justify 
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DEPTH & COMPLEXITY FRAMES 

https://frames.jtayloreducation.com  
 

TASK 
 

PATHWAY 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAME: 

NAME: 


