
Content Imperatives 

Icon  Student Friendly Definition 

Origin  How something started or began; how the past 
leads to the present 

 
 
 

What are the beginnings, roots, foundations, causes? 

Parallel  Similar ideas, traits, events, people… (compared 
to one another) 

 
What are the similarities? How do 

events/people/problems/principles compare and 
correspond? 

Paradox   Opposing ideas, thoughts, feelings…within the 
same concept or topic 

 
 

What is contradictory regarding an opinion, 
statement, or event? 

Contribution   The positive results of ideas, actions, and events 
 
 
 

What are the lasting effects? How did a 
topic/event/people influence others/society? 

Convergence   The coming together of ideas and concepts 
 
 
 

What events merged, or happened at the same time, 
in order for a particular result? 

 
Content Imperatives  © J Taylor Education, 2006



Excerpt from The Giver 
(Pages 157-158) 

 
Jonas hesitated. “I certainly liked the memory though. I can see why it’s 
your favorite. I couldn’t quite get the word for the whole feeling of it, the 
feeling that was so strong in the room.” 
“Love,” The Giver told him. 
Jonas repeated it. “Love.” It was a word and concept new to him. 
They were both silent for a minute. Then Jonas said, “Giver?” 
“Yes?” 
“I feel very foolish saying this. Very, very foolish.” 
“No need. Nothing is foolish here. Trust the memories and how they make 
you feel.” 
“Well,” Jonas said, looking at the floor, “I know you don’t have the memory 
anymore, because you gave it to me, so maybe you won’t understand this.” 
 
“I will. I am left with a vague wisp of that one; and I have many other 
memories of families, and holidays, and happiness. Of love.” 
 
Jonas blurted out what he was feeling. “I was thinking that... well, I can see 
that it wasn’t a very practical way to live, with the Old right there in the 
same place, where maybe they wouldn’t be well taken care of, the way they 
are now, and that we have a better arranged way of doing things. But 
anyway, I was thinking, I mean feeling, actually, that it was kind of nice, 
then. And that I wish we could be that way, and that you could be my 
grandparent. The family in the memory seemed a little more…” He faltered, 
not able to find the word he wanted. 
 
“A little more complete,” The Giver suggested. 
 
Jonas nodded. “I liked the feeling of love,” he confessed. 
 



 

 

Thinking Routine Fairness Dilemma 

Tug of War Perception versus reality 
 

Background: A new idea for a play came in 1955, when Laurents and Bernstein were 
coincidentally both staying at the Beverly Hills Hotel in Los Angeles. While lounging at 
the pool, they saw a newspaper headline about Chicano youth gang violence, and the 
immediacy of the issue set them on a discussion. Why not shift their concept to Puerto 
Ricans, a new ethnic group flooding into New York? Puerto Rican immigration to the 
U.S. peaked in the 1950s at nearly half a million, more than all who came in the entire 
first half of the century. 

 

NVAC Description 

S.S. 3.1.5  Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
● I can define discrimination. 
● I can define oppression. 
● I know what are racial groups. 
● I can define ethnic groups. 
● I can define social justice. 
● I know how to examine events in 
world history to understand how 
discrimination and oppression create a 
movement for social justice 



 

America lyrics 

ROSALIA 
Puerto Rico, 

You lovely island . . . 
Island of tropical breezes. 

Always the pineapples growing, 
Always the coffee blossoms blowing . . . 

 
ANITA 

Puerto Rico . . . 
You ugly island . . . 

Island of tropic diseases. 
Always the hurricanes blowing, 

Always the population growing . . . 
And the money owing, 
And the babies crying, 
And the bullets flying. 

I like the island Manhattan. 
Smoke on your pipe and put that in! 

 
OTHERS 

I like to be in America! 
O.K. by me in America! 

Ev'rything free in America 
For a small fee in America! 

 
ROSALIA 

I like the city of San Juan. 
 



ANITA 
I know a boat you can get on. 

 
ROSALIA 

Hundreds of flowers in full bloom. 
 

ANITA 
Hundreds of people in each room! 

 
ALL 

Automobile in America, 
Chromium steel in America, 

Wire-spoke wheel in America, 
Very big deal in America! 

 
ROSALIA 

I'll drive a Buick through San Juan. 
 

ANITA 
If there's a road you can drive on. 

 
ROSALIA 

I'll give my cousins a free ride. 
 

ANITA 
How you get all of them inside? 

 
ALL 

Immigrant goes to America, 
Many hellos in America; 

Nobody knows in America 
Puerto Rico's in America! 



 
ROSALIA 

I'll bring a T.V. to San Juan. 
 

ANITA 
If there a current to turn on! 

 
ROSALIA 

I'll give them new washing machine. 
 

ANITA 
What have they got there to keep clean? 

 
ALL 

I like the shores of America! 
Comfort is yours in America! 

Knobs on the doors in America, 
Wall-to-wall floors in America! 

 
ROSALIA 

When I will go back to San Juan. 
 

ANITA 
When you will shut up and get gone? 

 
ROSALIA 

Everyone there will give big cheer! 
 

ANITA 
Everyone there will have moved here! 
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